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HONORING THE ARLINGTON COUN-

TY CIVIC FEDERATION’S 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to commend the Arlington County 
Civic Federation on the occasion of its 90th 
anniversary celebration. 

Born from a handful of concerned citizens’ 
groups devoted to creating better schools and 
roads, the Arlington Civic Federation has 
grown to over 80 organizations as the oldest 
and longest standing voice in the county de-
voted to improving residents’ lives. 

As the boundaries of new civic organiza-
tions that comprise the Federation have 
changed over the years, so too have the 
boundaries of issues, ideas, and actions the 
Federation has endorsed and successfully 
championed for its citizenry. 

The Federation has battled for Arlington’s 
citizens on issues ranging from school deseg-
regation, affordable housing, operation of the 
airport authority, HIV/AIDS, Metro and inter-
state highways, as well as football and base-
ball stadiums. Standing up for the ordinary cit-
izen with a non-political, nonpartisan, non-sec-
tarian voice, the Federation continues to im-
prove the quality of life for Arlingtonians and 
shape public policy from the local to Federal 
level. 

Patrick A. Smaldore Jr., a lifelong Arlington 
County resident, career civil servant and Naval 
reservist, now serves the Federation as Presi-
dent. 

He is joined by the leadership of Vice Presi-
dent—Jackie Snelling, Treasurer—Frances 
Finta, Secretary—Burt Bostwick, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee—Larry Mayer, Vice 
Chairman of the Executive Committee—Stan 
Karson and members Eileen Williams, Beth 
Offenbacker, and Frank Emerson. Their work, 
along with the 14 standing committees is re-
sponsible for engaging new issues as they 
arise. 

With the Commonwealth’s coming 400th an-
niversary, we are reminded of how intimate a 
role Arlington has played in the shaping of our 
Nation’s history. George Washington, James 
Madison and George Mason all worked or 
owned land in the county. As the voice of its 
people, the Federation also reminds us of the 
innovation and leadership that will continue to 
contribute to our future. 

Mr. Speaker, I take great pleasure in hon-
oring the 90th anniversary of the Arlington 
County Civic Federation for its many contribu-
tions to public affairs and its ongoing commit-
ment to the people of Arlington County. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF MRS. CORETTA 
SCOTT KING 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday, I attended the heartfelt memorial 

service of Mrs. Coretta Scott King. Mrs. King 
was a model citizen and will truly be missed 
by the Nation. Last week the House debated 
H. Res. 655, which honored the life and ac-
complishments of Mrs. Coretta Scott King. 
This resolution recognized her contributions as 
a leader in the Civil Rights Movement and ex-
presses condolences to the King family on her 
passing. 

Coretta Scott King was born on April 27, 
1927, in Heiberger, Alabama. Mrs. King grad-
uated from Antioch College with a degree in 
music and education and was granted a schol-
arship to study concert singing at the New 
England Conservatory of Music in Boston, 
Massachusetts. It was in Boston where she 
met a young theology student, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who was attending Boston Univer-
sity, and her life was forever changed. They 
were soon caught up in a dramatic series of 
events that sparked the modern Civil Rights 
Movement. Dr. King was recognized as the 
face of the movement, called upon to lead var-
ious marches from city to city, with Mrs. King 
right by his side, encouraging citizens, regard-
less of race, to defy the laws of segregation. 

On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Channeling her grief, Mrs. King concentrated 
her energies on fulfilling her husband’s work 
by building The King Center in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, as a living memorial to her husband’s life 
and dream. However, Mrs. King’s greatest ac-
complishment was yet to come. She set out to 
establish her late husband’s birthday as a na-
tional holiday, and that dream came to fruition 
when Congress declared the first observance 
of this national holiday in 1986. Today, the 
holiday is marked by annual celebrations in 
over 100 countries. 

Mrs. King was an influential public figure 
and is referred to as the ‘‘First Lady of the 
Civil Rights Movement.’’ She was a world-re-
nowned speaker who gave hundreds of 
speeches both abroad and at home, and was 
active in organizations such as the National 
Council of Negro Women and the Women’s 
Strike for Peace. Mrs. King was also known 
for her writing, most notably for her autobiog-
raphy, My Life With Martin Luther King. Jr. 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King had a vision and 
she had the wherewithal to keep that vision 
alive. The journey towards equality for all has 
been greatly advanced by her work and ac-
complishments. Mrs. Coretta Scott King is a 
true American hero and will dearly be missed 
by her family, the Nation, and the world. 
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FREEDOM OF RAFAEL IBARRA 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remind my colleagues 
about Rafael Ibarra, a long suffering and he-
roic political prisoner in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Ibarra heads the 30th of November 
Democratic Party, an island wide movement 
dedicated to the establishment of a democratic 
society, an opposition movement to the Castro 
tyranny. In 1995 he was sentenced to 20 
years in the totalitarian gulag. In 1997, his wife 
Maritza Lugo, also a highly respected pro-de-
mocracy activist, was arrested and incarcer-

ated for 2 years; leaving their 2 daughters 
without their parents. On multiple occasions 
after 1999, Maritza would continue to be ar-
rested and harassed by the tyannical regime. 
Even while they were in prison at the same 
time, the tyrant insisted on evicting their 2 girls 
from their small farm house, which had be-
come a gathering point for human rights and 
pro-democracy meetings. 

Mr. Ibarra was one of the political prisoners 
who signed the Cuban flag painted on a pillow 
case and sent it to the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva. 

Maritza and her two daughters, at Mr. 
Ibarra’s request, fled Cuba as refugees in 
2002 to the United States so that the 2 girls 
would be able to live in freedom. 

This year marks an abominable anniversary, 
the 11th year that Mr. Ibarra has been impris-
oned. While other fathers have been able to 
watch and guide their daughters as they grow 
up, Mr. Ibarra has been incarcerated in the 
gulag for daring to dream of and to work on 
behalf of a democratic Cuba. 

Rafael Ibarra is a hero, in the tradition of the 
great figures of Cuba’s long struggle for lib-
erty. Quintin Banderas, Carlos Manuel de 
Cespedes, Ignacio Agramonte, Antonio 
Maceo, and thousands of other Cuban heroes 
established a tradition of heroism that today is 
being continued by countless men and women 
who have given their best years and often 
their lives for the freedom of Cuba. Rafael 
Ibarra is a hero in that same admirable tradi-
tion. 

My thoughts and prayers are with him, as is 
my solidarity and profound admiration. Mr. 
Speaker, this courageous man is locked in 
Castro’s gulag for failing to keep silent about 
the nightmare that is the Castro regime. My 
colleagues, we must never forget those who 
are locked in gulags because of their desire 
for freedom for their countries. We must de-
mand the immediate and unconditional release 
of Rafael Ibarra and every prisoner of con-
science in totalitarian Cuba. 
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GEORGE SOROS’ INFILTRATION OF 
CPAC 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, George Soros, 
the radical liberal financier who dedicated him-
self to defeating President George W. Bush in 
the last election, has taken a lesson from Jack 
Abramoff. 

As much of Abramoff’s pernicious lobbying 
technique has come to light, we’ve seen how 
he was adept at manipulating certain conserv-
ative organizations to pursue a decidedly anti- 
conservative agenda, namely the promotion of 
gambling. By working hand in hand with the 
Traditional Values Coalition, TVC, for exam-
ple, he was able in 2000 to undermine con-
servatives’ best effort to outlaw on-line gam-
bling. Proxy organizations played a funda-
mental role in Abramoff’s strategy. 

Since 1974, the American Conservative 
Union has held the Conservative Political Ac-
tion Conference, or CPAC, which is billed as 
a 3-day meeting for thousands of conservative 
activists and leaders to discuss current issues 
and policies and set the agenda for the future. 
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